
Whether it’s prototyping, development or 

experimentation with materials or physical production 

processes, there’s a wide variety of disciplines involved in 

advancing wind energy science across all elements of the 

turbine lifecycle.  

AND, EVEN THOUGH RENEWABLE ENERGY BUSINESSES ARE SPENDING 

STAGGERING AMOUNTS ON DEVELOPING NEW TECHNOLOGIES, VERY 

FEW ARE ACTUALLY CLAIMING THE HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF 

POUNDS IN R&D TAX RELIEF THAT THEY ARE ENTITLED TO.  

In the current economic climate, it’s still surprising that more wind energy 

businesses don’t explore all of the tax incentives available to help lighten the 

burden by either reducing tax payable and or if applicable, securing a tax 

repayment.

Knowledge Library

Many businesses operating in the wind energy industries 
push technological boundaries on a daily basis. 

Unlock the hidden cash in wind energy 
projects with R&D tax credits. 

www.abgi-uk.com

R&D tax relief

R&D tax relief is one of the government’s most generous forms for tax 

relief. It’s available to all kinds of businesses, and has proven very lucrative 

in the past for companies in the process & manufacturing sector.  It’s worth 

investigating too: for every £100 of qualifying R&D expenditure, relief is 

available at £25.00 for profit-making SMEs and £33.35 for loss-making SMEs. 
While for Large Companies the RDEC scheme gives relief as a taxable credit 
set at 13% of the qualifying R&D expenditure. 

Does your business qualify?

If your business spends money in paying qualified staff to attempt to solve 
what at first appears to be an un-solvable problem, and as a result, you are 
improving a product/service, you could indeed be eligible for tax relief.



”

We saw ABGI-UK as being 
really proactive in focusing all 

their time to allow companies 

to redeem R&D Tax Credits. 

ABGI-UK have the ability to 
help companieswho wouldn’t 

normally think they do R&D 

type of work.

| GORDON HOPE
| DIRECTOR
| HYDRUS GROUP

www.abgi-uk.com
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What qualifies in wind energy projects?

Here are just a few examples of what can be claimed for, taken from the 

top performing renewable energy sectors as measured by how much they 

recovered in R&D tax credits from the government last year. 

The list is by no means exhaustive, but it does give you an idea of the 

types of work in your sector that could well be eligible for R&D tax credits.

 ¡ Meeting higher efficiency targets (the amount of power wind turbines 
can safely produce at a particular wind speed) and superior reliability 

of electricity generation.

 ¡ Improving durability and robustness through minimising or eliminating 

premature component failure (caused by the high number of load 
cycles and operating conditions), and minimising wear associated with 

loads and vibrations. This applies to the gearbox, the drive train and 

bearings, the hydraulic system, the mechanical braking system, the   

electronic controls, etc.

 ¡ Advancing the design of the rotor blades for improved reliability, 

structural resistance, aerodynamic properties and noise-related 
performance. 

 ¡ Reducing environmental issues affecting local wildlife.

IF YOUR COMPANY IS ADVANCING TECHNOLOGY THROUGH THE 

RESOLUTION OF TECHNOLOGICAL UNCERTAINTIES THEN, 

CONGRATULATIONS! You can claim R&D tax relief on its day-to-day costs 
and expenditure, including things like staff, subcontractors, materials, software 

and utilities.

Things to watch out for when making a claim

One of the problems involving claims for R&D tax relief is separating the 

routine parts of a project from the non-routine, especially when dealing 

with large, high-value, complex ‘first-in-class’ items.



”

With the technical expertise 

of ABGI-UK, we saw a 
massive increase in the 

money returned for the R&D 

we had invested in and, 

now that we have seen what 

HMRC considers eligible 

expenditure, I hope our 

future claims with ABGI-UK 
will be every bit as strong.

| JAMES S MILNE 
| CHAIRMAN

| BALMORAL GROUP
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www.abgi-uk.com

About ABGI
ABGI is an international leading tax incentive and innovation management advisor. We help companies 

accelerate financial performance, innovation and business expansion by capitalising on their R&D 
and innovation activities, in compliance with all rules and regulations.  Whatever innovation funding 

challenges you face – in the UK or internationally – we can help.

Don’t miss out – make sure you investigate 
your eligibility

R&D tax credits can provide significant financial rewards to companies 
performing a broad range of activities.  R&D tax relief can be complex and 

time consuming, but if you choose the most appropriate approach and 

advisor it can be highly worth your time, but consider your options carefully.

ABGI-UK’s large team of technical analysts have specific scientific and 
technical backgrounds and years of industrial experience which have resulted 

in an extremely high success rate in securing R&D tax relief for our clients. 

For a free R&D tax credit consultation and 
analysis of the potential returns you might 
expect from your projects, contact the 
ABGI-UK team 

HMRC recognises that ‘first in-class’ items can entail a significant level of 
innovation, and that the production of such an item can involve one or two 

R&D projects. However, HMRC doesn’t expect the entire build cost of the 

item to qualify for R&D tax relief.

It’s very important that companies identify and assess which parts of the 

‘first-in-class’ items contribute towards eligible expenditure. That’s why it’s 
always wise to seek professional advice before undertaking a claim. 

Involving specialist advisers, such as ABGI-UK, also helps you to submit 
your claim in the most efficient way possible, since you’ll benefit from the 
streamlined processes and years of experience they’ve built up submitting 

thousands of R&D tax credit claims successfully.

With support from the right specialist advisers, you’ll be able to: 

 ¡ demonstrate which of your activities qualify under the scheme;

 ¡ open up a new revenue stream to fund further R&D projects;

 ¡ learn how to make the best use of the scheme going forward. 


